CHAPTER III
INDUSTRIAL IMMIGRATION1
central fact around which this study of the economic and
- administrative development of Oxford revolves is the large
expansion in the population of the city and its neighbourhood since
the War. As has been shown in the preceding chapter, the increase
in the population of the Survey Area in the post-war period was
mainly due to immigration.2 This influx of people into Oxford is
only one example of the shifting of the industrial population which
has been taking place in many parts of this country. The problems
raised by these movements are multifarious, and discussion of them
has recently been lively. The social consequences are perhaps the
most serious. Only too often there is unemployment for those who
remain at home and loneliness and discouragement for those who
migrate in order to find work. In addition, there are repercussions
on defence policy, on local government, and on urban and rural
development. A detailed study of the immigration of insured
workers into one district where the new elements in the population
reach formidable proportions is, therefore, of particular interest at
the present time.
Immigration and the insured population.
Most of the detailed information about immigration into Oxford
had to be obtained from the statistics of insured workers* It is shown
in the chapter on occupations that the insured population of the
Survey Area numbered 40,890 in 1937, that is, about two-thirds of
the occupied population and about 28 per cent, of the whole popula-
tion.3 After allowance has been made for the introduction into the
Unemployment Insurance Scheme since 1925 of juveniles under 16
and agricultural workers, there was, by 1937, an increase on the
insured population in 1925 of 15,285, of which 'net immigration*
(i.e. immigration less emigration and deaths of immigrants) provided
1 We wish to record our gratitude to the Ministry of Labour for making it possible
for us to undertake this inquiry by allowing us to scrutinize the unemployment insur-
ance books exchanged at the annual count in July 1936, and to the officials of the Oxford
Employment Exchange for their unfailing courtesy and help during the course of the
inquiry. We are also indebted to Mr. H. W. Robinson of the Oxford University Insti-
tute of Statistics for compiling the Tables in Appendix I, note 10; to Miss H. Makower,
also of the Institute of Statistics, for compiling Table 9 and the Table in Appendix I,
note 15; and to Dr. F. Burchardt of All Souls College, Oxford, for his help in tabulating.
* See p. 27 above.                                                            3 See p. 64 below.